UNITED
—— = New York’s Senator

STATES

SENATE CHARLES E. SCHUMER

313 Hart Senate Office Building * Washington, DC 20510
Phone: (202)224-7433 « Fax: (202)228-1218

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Josh Viasto
October 22, 2007 (202) 380-5990

WITH 50 PERCENT OF NYC FOOD BANKS REPORTING
EMPTY SHELVES AND BUDGET CRUNCHES, SCHUMER
UNVEILS PLAN TO SEND NYC FOOD BANKS MILLIONS,

DRAMATICALLY EXPAND FOOD STAMP PROGRAM

Emergency Food Programs that 1.3 Million NYC Residents Rely on Shockingly
Underfunded, Could be Broke by New Year’s

Joined by Hunger Advocates from Across NYC, Schumer Calls for Swift Passage of
“Farm Bill”, Containing Dramatic Increases in Urban Food Programs, Before
Funding Runs Out

Schumer: NYC Food Banks Must Not Be Starved of Funding

Standing at the Yorkville Common Pantry food bank and joined by dozens of hunger advocates from across
New York City, U.S. Senator Charles E. Schumer called for swift passage of comprehensive legislation to
overhaul the food stamp program and inject millions of additional dollars in to New York City’s food banks that
are running out of food. Schumer revealed that nearly 50 percent of New York City food banks are facing a
critical food and funding shortage and that federal programs, which send these banks millions of dollars every
year, could run out of money by the end of the year. Schumer today unveiled his proposal to increase food
stamp benefits and dramatically increase vital federal funding for food banks in New York City and across the

country.

“It is shameful when food pantries that provide essential nourishment to the most vulnerable run out of food due
to a lack of federal support. Millions of New Yorkers rely on these food banks to keep their families healthy and
sometimes even survive. For far too long, vital emergency food programs have been starved for funding. You
might not believe it, but the same farm bill that sends billions to corn growers in lowa, is also a vital lifeline for
food assistance programs right here in New York City. This year’s farm bill is one for the best ever for urban
food programs, directing unprecedented resources toward food stamps, food pantries, and other nutrition
programs. I will fight in Congress to ensure these programs receive the maximum funding possible.”

"The Farm Bill contains major provisions that will help us tackle hunger in our city," said Speaker Christine C.
Quinn. "But without these significant improvements, it's clear that more New Yorkers will continue to go to






