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WITH 50 PERCENT OF NYC FOOD BANKS REPORTING
EMPTY SHELVES AND BUDGET CRUNCHES, SCHUMER
UNVEILS PLAN TO SEND NYC FOOD BANKS MILLIONS,

DRAMATICALLY EXPAND FOOD STAMP PROGRAM

Emergency Food Programs that 1.3 Million NYC Residents Rely on Shockingly
Underfunded, Could be Broke by New Year 's

joined by Hunger Advocates from Across NYC, Schumer Calls for Swift Passage of
"Farm Bill", Containing Dramatic Increases in Urban Food Programs, Before

Funding Runs Out

Schumer: NYC Food Banks Must Not Be Starved of Funding

Standing at the Yorkville Common Pantry food bank and joined by dozens of hunger advocates from across
New York City, U.S. Senator Charles E. Schumer called for swift passage of comprehensive legislation to
overhaul the food stamp program and inject millions of additional dollars in to New York City's food banks that
are running out of food. Schumer revealed that nearly 50 percent of New York City food banks are facing a
critical food and funding shortage and that federal programs, which send these banks millions of dollars every
year, could run out of money by the end of the year. Schumer today unveiled his proposal to increase food
stamp benefits and dramatically increase vital federal funding for food banks in New York City and across the
country.

"It is shameful when food pantries that provide essential nourishment to the most vulnerable run out of food due
to a lack of federal support. Millions of New Yorkers rely on these food banks to keep their families healthy and
sometimes even survive. For far too long, vital emergency food programs have been starved for funding. You
might not believe it, but the same farm bill that sends billions to corn growers in Iowa, is also a vital lifeline for
food assistance programs right here in New York City. This year's farm bill is one for the best ever for urban
food programs, directing unprecedented resources toward food stamps, food pantries, and other nutrition
programs. I will fight in Congress to ensure these programs receive the maximum funding possible."

"The Farm Bill contains major provisions that will help us tackle hunger in our city," said Speaker Christine C.
Quinn. "But without these significant improvements, it's clear that more New Yorkers will continue to go to



bed hungry. We need increased funding for food banks to distribute healthy foods, especially fresh produce.
And we want reforms to food stamp programs that will increase allotment levels, simplify enrollment and
expand access for immigrants and military families. I stand with Senator Schumer in calling on Congress to
amend the legislation."

According to the Food Bank for New York City, 49 percent of all emergency food programs, nearly every other
food pantry, operating in the City ran out of food within the past 12 months. Below is how the shortage breaks
out across the five boroughs:

• 61 percent of emergency food programs operating in the Bronx ran out of food.
• 52 percent of emergency food programs operating in Brooklyn ran out of food.
• 39 percent of emergency food programs operating in Manhattan ran out of food.
• 41 percent of emergency food programs operating in Queens ran out of food.
• 70 percent of emergency food programs operating in Staten Island ran out of food.

Schumer said that right now there are 1.3 million New York City residents who rely on emergency food
programs to have enough food to survive. According the New York City Coalition Against Hunger's most
recent annual survey of pantries and kitchens, conducted a little less than a year ago, the number of people
served by the city's charitable food pantries and soup kitchens rose by an estimated 11% in 2006, on top of an
estimated 6% increase from 2004-2005.

Schumer today said that the primary reason for the dramatic food shortage at food pantry's across the city is
because federal funding for emergency food programs have been dramatically short funded and may completely
run out of money unless these programs are reauthorized and expanded immediately. Right now there are
roughly 1,000 emergency food programs operating in New York City with average budgets of $42,000. Since
2004, the percentage of their budgets that EFPs are spending on food increased from 59 percent to almost two-
thirds (64 percent), and corresponding decreases can be seen in the amount of funding spent on paid staff, rent,
utilities, equipment and supplies.

Cuts to and flat-funding of government support for emergency food is one of the largest factors creating this
hardship. For example, there has been a dramatic decrease in the supply of emergency food through The
Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP), funded by the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA), due to severe cuts to the bonus commodity component and flat-funding of the entitlement component
of the program. In the last couple years, the city's soup kitchens and food pantries have lost approximately 12
million pounds of food due to cutbacks and flat-funding of TEFAP.

To combat hunger in New York City and ensure that food banks operating in crisis have enough food on their
shelves to feed the hungry, Schumer today unveiled his plan to dramatically overhaul and expand federal
emergency food programs. In the next few weeks, the U.S. Senate is planning to reauthorize the massive Farm
Bill, which determines the nation's agriculture policy and distributes billions in subsides for farmers from
Maine to California. Schumer said that, while most people believe that the Farm Bill is only for farmers and
only benefits farms and agricultural conglomerates in the middle of the country, the bill actually contains
billions of dollars in aid to food banks and subsidies for food stamp programs.


